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ACTION NEA- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO EB-11 COME-OO AGR-20 PA-04 PRS-01 
USIA-15 CIAE-00 INR-10 NSAE-00 RSC-01 OMB-01 DRC-01 
/077 W 

001081 

R021400Z JAN 74 
FM AMCONSUL THESSALONIKI 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1779 
INFO AMEMBASSY ATHENS 

UNCLAS THESSALONIKI 0001 

E.O. 11652:N/A 
TAGS: EGEN, ETRD, GR 

SUBJECT: INVESTIGATION OF HALKIDIKI LAND SALE TO VARDINOIANNIS 
REF: A. THESSALONIKI A-86 B. THESSALONIKI 0778 

1. THESSALONIKI PAPERS OF DECEMBER 30 REPORT 
ARRIVAL HERE PREVIOUS DAY OF DIRECTOR OF MIN AG 
RESETTLEMENT OFFICE ANTONIADIS, WHO APPOINTED 
DECEMBER 24 TO HEAD MIN AG COMMITTEE INVESTIGATING 
SITHONIA LAND SALE TO V ARDIN O YIANNIS GROUP. 

ANTONIADIS VISITED VILLAGES IN AFFECTED AREA 

AND WILL BE JOINED HERE BY FULL COMMITTEE 
JANUARY 2 TO CARRY OUT COMPLETE INVESTIGATION 
OF CONTROVERSIAL SALE, INCLUDING REVIEW 
OF ALL LOCAL LAND TITLES. COMMITTEE PLANNING TO STAY 
IN THESSALONIKI "FOR CONSIDERABLE TIME" TO 
"PERMANENTLY SOLVE" QUESTION OF HALKIDIKI 
PROPERTIES OWNED BY MT. ATHOS MONASTERIES. 

2. COMMENT: GOVERNMENT INVESTIGATION APPARENTLY 
DESIGNED TO QUELL PUBLIC CLAMOR OVER VARDINO- 
YIANNIS PURCHASE (REF A). CONGEN UNDERSTANDS 
THAT, PRIOR TO ARRIVAL OF COMMITTEE, LOCAL 
VILLAGES REFUSED ADMITTANCE TO OFFICIALS 
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DECEMBER 26, GOVERNMENT RECLASSIFIED HALKIDIKI 
AS "BORDER AREA", THUS PROHIBITING FURTHER 
PURCHASE OF PROPERTY THERE BY FOREIGNERS. ORDER 
APPARENTLY INTENDED TO BLOCK PROPOSED SALE OF 
ADDITIONAL TRACTS BY ATHOS MONASTERIES TO FRENCH 
AND LICHTENSTEIN LAND DEVELOPERS. 
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